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The State Library will be 100 years old March 3, 1926. It now consists of 
44.),,i l  volumes including about five thousand volumes of newspapers, maps
r ™ ht f1 fi- ^  b(0and- Tt seems proper, therefore, that some publicrecognition of this event be observed.
It is obvious that the library cannot stand still. It cannot simplv mark time. 
Us appropriations must be increased, and its work increased, or it will surely 
ran behind. there is no such thing as a stationary efficient library of any
The State Library had its origin in a resolve of the General Court passed 
ebruary 16, 1811, directing the Secretary of the Commonwealth to arrange 
tor a -present and future annual exchange of Statutes for the use of the 
executive and legislative departments.”
The results of this resolve were more extensive and important than the Legis­
lature probably anticipated. It led to that system of exchange which now 
exists between each individual State and every other State. I t led to the 
tormation of a legislative library in this State, and sooner or later in all 
the other States. The large number of State publications which were received 
under the resolve, and their accumulation in the different offices and legislative 
halls of the State House, soon created a necessity for collecting and arranging 
them in one apartment, placing them under some proper management, and 
thus creating the germ of a future library. I t was thus that the State Library 
originated.
In 1826 a committee of three members of the Legislature was appointed “to 
inquire into the expediency of establishing a library for the use of the Legisla­
ture,” and, if expedient, where the same should be kept and under what 
regulations.
This committee reported that they found four or five hundred volumes “under 
the special care of no particular person . . . that in the Land Office there are 
one hundred and twenty-one volumes of valuable books . . . which appear to 
have been the commencement of a Library some years since;” that they were 
“of opinion, that for safe keeping, as well as for the accommodation of the 
members of the Legislature, it is desirable that the several parcels of books, 
journals, and papers, belonging to the two Houses, should be deposited in the 
Land Office,” etc.
March 3, 1826, the General Court passed “An Act relating to a library for 
the general court.”
This act provided that all the books and maps belonging to the Common­
wealth and in the State House (with certain exceptions of books in the Senate 
Chamber, the House of Representatives and the Department of the Secretary) 
should be collected, deposited and arranged in proper cases in the room usually 
called the land office, and placed under the care of the land agent. I t then 
provided that the books retained in the Senate, the House and the office of the 
Secretary should be catalogued, and the catalogue duly certified to the land 
agent, to be preserved in his office.
For the management of the library, it was provided that there should annually 
be appointed a joint standing committee of three persons elected by each branch 
of the Legislature, to be called a committee of the library, who should superintend 
the library, use the funds appropriated by the act in procuring books, maps 
and charts, procure a suitable person to take charge of the library during the 
sitting of the Legislature, and see that the room in which the same was kept 
was at all suitable times properly warmed and lighted and prepared “for the 
accommodation of the Legislature and such other officers of the government of
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this Commonwealth as may from time to time be permitted to use the same,” 
and make rules for the regulation of the library.
Finally the act appropriated, for the purpose of procuring suitable cases 
in which the books were to be placed, $200, and the further sum of $300 an­
nually for ten years, to procure “such books, maps and charts, works of science 
and the arts, as may in the judgment of said committee tend to illustrate the 
resources and means of internal improvement of this Commonwealth and of 
the United States.”
In 1836 the laws of the Commonwealth were codified under the name of 
Revised Statutes, and in chapter 11, entitled “Of the public buildings and 
other public property,” were contained four sections with regard to the State 
library . Section 9 provided that “There shall be a State Library kept in the 
State House for the use of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, the Council, 
the Senate, the House of Representatives, and such officers of the Government 
and other persons as may from time to time be permitted to! use the same.” 
The remaining three sections are a codification of the act of 1826.
In 1860 the legislation with regard' to the State Library was codified as sec­
tions 1 to 8, inclusive, chapter 5, entitled “Of the State Library and other 
Public Property.” Section 1 simply re-enacted the provision of section 9 of 
the Revised Statutes, as to the scope and purpose of the library. The re­
maining sections codified the law up to that time, fixed the salary of the assis­
tant librarian and clerk of the Board of Education at $1,500, and appropriated a 
sum not to exceed $500 for the accommodation of visitors and the protection 
and care of the library. Section 7 made an annual appropriation of $2,300, to 
be expended for books, maps, charts and works which the trustees and librarian 
might deem most useful, and binding and keeping in condition the books, and 
purchasing furniture and other necessary conveniences.
In 1882 the laws of the Commonwealth were again codified as the Public 
Statutes of Massachusetts, and in this codification the provisions as to the State 
Library were 12 to 21, inclusive, of chapter 5, “Of the State House, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms and the State Library.” Section 14 was a re-enactment of 
the acts of 1836 and 1860 as to the scope and purpose pf the library, and the 
other sections substantially codified the then existing law.
In 1902 the Statutes of the Commonwealth were again codified under the 
title of the Revised Laws. The provisions as to! the library are contained in 
chapter 10, which is “Of the State House, the Sergeant-at-Arms and the State 
Library.” Here again section 29 re-enacts the provisions of the'Revised Statutes 
of 1836', the General Statutes of 1860, and Public Statutes of 1882, as to the 
scope and purpose of the library in the following terms:
“There shall be a state library in the state house which shall be kept open 
every day except Sundays and legal holidays for the use of the governor, the 
lieutenant governor, council, general court and puch officers of tibe government 
and other persons as may be permitted to use it.”
In  1920 the Statutes of the Commonwealth were again codified under the 
title of the General Laws. The provisions as to the library are ¡contained in
chapter 6, sections 33-39. .
And this is the scope and purpose of the library as defined by the General 
Court for one hundred years. Of course as the library has increased the other 
persons permitted to use it have increased. In  fact, the main portion of it 
has come to be used by everybody who desires and conforms to the regulations 
for its use The four rooms at the west endt are the only roolms which are 
specifically set apart for the use of the Legislature as legislative reference 
rooms But the main work of the librarian1 and his: assistants is in connection 
with the use of these legislative reference rooms. Such assistance as they may 
give to those other persons who are permitted to use it, is necessarily subordinate 
to the assistance they give to the General Court and State officers; and the 
purchases of books by the Trustees are necessarily such as will aid the Legisla­
ture and government officers in the discharge of their duties.
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This was the method by which the library committees during the period from 
1826 to 1850, and the trustees following them, built up the library. In the 
report of the librarian for 1850, it was said:—,
“The nature of most of the additions made by the successive library commit­
tees, with the approval of the General Court, and the/ legal provisions for 
procuring the statutes, legislative documents and law reports of the Federal and 
State governments, sufficiently indicate a purpose to render the library1 special 
in its character, or particularly adapted to the wants and convenience of the 
General Court, and of the various officers and agents of the State government. 
As extensive general libraries exist in the immediate vicinity, comparatively 
little would probably be accomplished for the public benefit by forming another 
library of similar character. It is, therefore, suggested that, in the additions 
hereafter made by purchase, reference be had exclusively to the particular 
object for which the State Library was established, and has received the annual 
appropriations of the Legislature.
“I t must be obvious that more important public ends would be gained, and that 
even the private convenience, not only of the members of the. Legislature, but 
of professional men, and especially those of the legal profession, would be more 
effectually subserved, by augmenting and perfecting a library thus distinguished 
from other libraries in character and complete in kind, though limited in size, 
than by gathering a much larger number of books of a popular and miscellaneous 
character, of less value and more easy of access. In the judgment of the 
librarian, special efforts should be made to obtain books of reference that may 
be useful to legislators and public officers, such as legal, political, historical, 
statistical, economic and scientific works, which tend to illustrate the history and 
exhibit the resources of our country; also, complete collections of the statute 
laws of the several States, and of the United States.”
The Trustees desire to renew their suggestion that more space is necessary 
before the State Library can do the work which is expected of it, or be of 
real service to the members of the Legislature and other persons seeking the 
information which is contained in Public Documents, Legislative Journals, etc.
The main function of this library, as we look at it, is to provide for the 
benefit of members of the Legislature, State officials, lawyers and students of 
public affairs, the information which is only to be found in Public Documents, 
State, local and Federal. The State Library specializes in this branch of 
public literature, and other libraries do not. Consequently this is the only 
place in the world where full information respecting these matters is sought 
and found. Every effort, thetefore, should be made to increase the collections 
of this character, and to see that they are arranged and kept in the most con­
venient manner for consultation. This cannot be done unless m.ore room is 
provided, and we hope that in considering the report of the Commission on 
additional accommodations for the Supreme Judicial Court and other courts, 
the State Library may be assigned additional quarters if a new wing is added 
to the State House.
We recommend the amendment of section 35, chapter 6 of the General Laws, 
and the substitution of the proposed act submitted to the General Act: “An 
Act establishing the salary of the State Librarian.”
In  the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-six.
I
An Act establishing the Salary of the State Librarian.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
Section thirty-five of chapter six of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out, in the second line, the word “five” and inserting in place thereof 
the word:—six,—so as to read as follows -.— Section 35. The governor, with the 
advice and consent of the council, shall appoint a librarian of the state library,
6 P.D. 3
at a salary of six thousand dollars, who shall hold office during their pleasure.
N athan  Matthew s, Chairman, 
W ellington W ells,
J ohn  C. H ull,
Charles T. Copeland,
Charles H . Taylor.
LIBRARIAN’S REPORT
To the Board of Trustees.
I  have the honor to submit the following report of the work done in the 
Massachusetts State Library for the year ending November 30, 1925.
The number of books purchased for the Library during the past year was 
2,061, the number received by gift 4,619, by exchange 6,088, making the total 
number of accessions 12,798. The total number of volumes bound during the 
year was 900.
The usual number of States and Territories have furnished their state publica­
tions in exchange for those of Massachusetts. To obtain the publications of the 
several states, especially their Statutes and Law Reports in complete series, 
is a work of great importance to the Library and to the public; and to prevent 
the neglect and remissions which occasion broken and imperfect sets that must 
be perfected soon if ever, requires continued care and frequent correspondence.
The Library is seriously embarrassed for want of room. It is true that storage 
room was given us a year ago, but only part of this room was fitted up and 
no further appropriation has been granted to complete this room, conse­
quently we still have to store in the corridor of the fifth floor, a large number 
of volumes which we should not store there because of the fire danger. We 
have had within the last year two fires in the State House and it was only 
a few years ago that the New York State Library was totally destroyed by 
fire, so it behooves the authorities to take proper precaution and make ample 
provision for the Library’s collection of historical, statistical, political and legal 
treasures of inestimable value, a value not to be reckoned in money; as it is not 
surpassed by any similar library in the country in its collection of Statute 
Law, Law Reports, Federal and State Documents, and Legislative Journals, it 
is to' be presumed that the Legislature will not disregard its wants, or allow its 
operations to be embarrassed and its usefulness limited by too scanty accommo­
dations. To the subject of furnishing more room and further accommodation, 
I  respectfully ask that the attention of the Legislature be called.
Catalogue
The year’s work as a whole has tended to knit together loose ends in the 
catalogue, to complete work in process, and to so consolidate and mark material 
upon shelves as to make it more available for use.
Deficiencies in state department reports on taxation, agriculture, and the 
attorney general’s office have been written for and such as could not be sup­
plied have been starred in the collected documents.
Answering the A. L. A. Personnel questionnaire for its Library survey is a 
matter which took much time and care, but the reasons summarized in its Pre­
liminary report are convincing. The result will probably be of value in giving 
trustees, librarians and staff members a common basis for adjusting problems
Another knitting of loose ends, which, when accomplished, will be kept up 
automatically, was begun this year by the making of want lists by states for 
state department reports. Deficiencies in Vermont, New Hampshire and 
Alabama department reports have been received and catalogued.
Such department reports as had not been recatalogued for these states are 
being recatalogued at this time. The checking of the Library of Congress 
Monthly List of state publications will keep these department reports up to 
date and this is being done regularly.
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This year 199 valuation lists of Massachusetts towns have been recatalogued, 
deficiencies secured when possible and the annual town reports searched for 
these lists if  included in them, then starred on the catalogue cards. In one 
instance, the town of Barre sent 35 needed valuation lists between the years 
1881 and 1925. As a result 69 Massachusetts cities and towns have 1,052 
valuation lists available for consultation at the State Library.
F oreign D ocuments and Laws
There has been an increased call for Foreign documents and laws during 
the past year. The Australian parliamentary documents and debates have been 
used in investigations on wages, the cost of living, and arbitration cases. There 
has been a fairly frequent call for French law. Of Foreign law seldom called 
for before, we have been asked for the laws of Santo Domingo, British Guiana, 
Trinidad and Tobago.
We are glad to report the acquisition of a long desired collection of Quebec 
Sessional Papers, 1919 to date. The usual shipments of documents of Great 
Britain, Australia, New South Wales, New Zealand, Philippine Islands, Porto 
Rico, Canada, Ontario, have been received and catalogued.
Tabulation
Volumes an d  p a m p h le ts  cata lo g u ed  by new  p lan , Dec. 1, 1 9 2 5 ................................  2 1 5 ,37G
Volumes an d  p a m p h le ts  cata lo g u ed  d u rin g  th e  y e a r ......................................................... .. 13,92(5
T o ta l volum es an d  p a m p h le ts  ca ta lo g u ed  Dec. 1, 1925 ............................................. 229 302
Less volum es a n d  p am p h le ts  reduced  by b i n d i n g ....................................................... 729
Less volum es an d  p a m p h le ts  lo s t  .......................................................................   0
Less volum es a n d  p a m p h le ts  d i s c a r d e d .....................................................................  397 1.12G
N et volum es and  p a m p h le ts  re p re sen ted  in th e  new  ca ta logue , Dec. 1, 1925. . 228 176
R ep resen ted  by 335,380 cards.
EDWARD H. REDSTONE,
State Librarian.
A D D IT IO N S
N um ber of volum es added  to  th e  L ib ra ry  from  Dec. 1, 1924 to  Nov. 30, 1925.
Books
By p u rch ase , 22 m aps, e tc .....................................................................................................  1,630
By dom estic  exchange .............................................................................................................  1,193
By fo reign  exchange  .................................................................................................................. 190
By d o n a tio n  .................................................................................................................................... 1,430
M assach u se tts  s ta te  pu b lic a tio n s  ....................................................................................  506
T o ta l ........................................................................................................................................  4,949
P a m p h le t s
By p u rch ase  .........................................................................................................................  431
By dom estic  exchange  .............................................................................................................. 1,532
By fo reign  exchange  ...............................................................................................................  173
By d o n a t i o n ...................................................................................................................................  3,219
M assach u se tts  s ta te  p u b lic a tio n s  ....................................................................................... 718
T o ta l ........................................................................................................................................  6.073
T o tal. 1924-25 ..................................................................................................................  12,798
P rev io u s  to ta l  ....................................................................................................................  436.913
T o ta l volum es and  p a m p h le ts  in L ib ra ry  N ovem ber 30, 1 9 2 5 ......................... 449,711
00
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS IN ACCOUNT W ITH STATE LIBRARY, 1924-25
1924.
Dec. 1 to 
Nov. 30
1925.
S a la ry  of l ib ra r ia n  . . . • • •  
S a la ry  of a ss t, l ib ra r ia n  .
S a la ry  of leg is la tiv e  re ference  a s s is ta n t 
S a la rie s  of 13 a s s is ta n ts  .
S a la ry  of s tack  cu sto d ian  . .
S a la rie s  of 6 re c a ta lo g u in g  a s s is ta n ts  .
P a y m e n t of tem p o ra ry  a s s is ta n ts  .
$2,160.00
1.640.00 
15,210.32
1.400.00 
5,279.33 
2,675.15
$5,000.00
28,364.80
P u rch a se  of books • • • • • •
B ind ing  . . • • • • • _ *
10,793.55
2,160.48 12,954.03
S to rag e  room  . • • • • • * 1,189.00
A nnua l re p o rt fo r 1923-24 . • 
In c id en ta l expenses, in c lu d in g  expressage, p o s t­
age, s ta t io n e ry , supp lies, etc. . . . »
30.00
2,549.44 2,579.44
T o ta l . . . • • • • • $50,087.27
A m oun t d raw n  from  a p p ro p ria tio n  of $5,000 fo r 
l ib ra r ia n  . . . . • „ : • ,  *
A m oun t d raw n  from  a p p ro p ria tio n  of $30,006 foi 
sa la r ie s  of s ta ff  . • • • . •
A m oun t d raw n  from  a p p ro p ria tio n  of $14,UUU io r 
books and  b in d in g  . •- *
A m oun t d raw n  from  unexpended  ba lance  o t a p ­
p ro p r ia tio n  of $ 10,000 fo r s to rag e  room  .
A m oun t d raw n  from  a p p ro p ria tio n  of $3,000 to r 
in c id e n ta l expenses, in c lu d in g  p r in t in g  o f a n ­
n u a l re p o r t • • • • • • •
T o ta l
$5,000.00
28,364.80
12,954.03
1,189.00
2,579.44
$50,087.27
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TABLE OF ACCESSIONS
BOOKS
1912. 1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 1925.
By p u rch ase  . . . .  
dom estic  exchange 
fo re ig n  exchange . 
do n a tio n  .
M assa c h u se tts  s ta te  p u b li­
c a tio n s  . . . .
1,759
944
15
2,125
548
1,5181,868
444
750
362
1,350 
2,327 
485 
611
475
1,726
1,606
421
655
265
1,366
1.447
444
1,126
624
1,236
1,565
205
700
705
1,064
1,388
237
427
459
1,383
1,431
181
771
421
1,682
716
95
1,651
416
1,4811,022
230
1,760
739
1,228
1,027
318
1,489
579
1,519
1,031
181
2,628
379
1,755
976
239
1,654
393
1,630
1,193
190
1,430
506
T o ta ls  . . . . 5,391 4,942 5,228 4,673 5,007 4,411 3,575 4,187 4,560 5,232 4,641 5,738 5,017 4,949
P A M P H L E T S
1912. 1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 1925.
By p u rch ase  . . . .  
dom estic  exchange 
fo reign  exchange  . 
d o n a tio n  . . . .  
M assa c h u se tts  s ta te  p u b li­
ca tio n s  . . . .
527
502
3
3,478
612
486
2,939
5751,211
304
590
3,207
246
1,742
456
232
1,972
195
1,172
299
245
1,710
141
1,580
377
342
1,460
148
1,603
554
234
1,878
434
639
545
176
1,426
195
1,408
615
735
49968
3,260
824
1,056
662110
3,141
1,088
389
619
120
2,739
924
372
705
135
9,318
666
306
1,427
119
3,161
556
431
1,532
173
3,219
718
T o ta l . . . . 5,122 5,515 6,241 3,870 4,053 4,107 ; 3,730 3,820 5,386 6,057 4,791 11,196 5,569 6,073
T o ta l volum es and  p a m p h le ts  in l ib ra ry  N ovem ber 30, 1925, 449,711.
vo
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